


Introduction
Is children’s Sunday school cancelled because of 

COVID-19? Are you unable to get to church because a 

family member is sick or because of a transportation issue? 

Are you missing church because of a family vacation or 

other travel plans? Shine at Home provides a simple plan 

for your family to follow so that you can still worship and 

learn together! Inside this guide are weekly mini-sessions, 

complete with a prayer, ideas for sharing the Bible story, 

questions and conversation prompts, media suggestions, 

and two activities that will help you and your children 

explore the Bible story. Enjoy!

Get Ready!
Choose a place in your home where you will gather each 

week. Keep a basket or bag of supplies there that includes 

the following:

 All Together: God’s Story for You & Me

 Everybody Sing (available in CD or digital format)

 PreK–Kindergarten Leafl ets (children ages 3–6)

 Spotlight Magazine (children grades 1–5)

 Printout of Shine at Home or a device to view the 

guide

 CD or MP3 player

 Crayons or colored pencils

 Pencils

Keeping all the supplies together means that you can easily 

take it on the road with you as well!

How It Works
Each weekly session provides ideas and simple instructions under child-friendly headings that guide your family in worship 

and sharing the Bible story.

Sing & Pray
Sing or listen to songs from 

Everybody Sing, a double album 

which is available in CD or digital 

format. Album 1 is Worship Songs 

for Children. Album 2 is Songs for 

the Seasons. Song motions are at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

A short prayer is provided that you 

can use during your learning time, 

at mealtime, or any time to help your 

family talk to God.

Read & Wonder
Read the Bible story from All 

Together: God’s Story for You & Me. 

Th ere is a readers theater version and 

a shorter illustrated version of each 

story. Read one or both, depending 

on what works best for your family. 

Th e shorter version of the story is 

provided in this guide.

Wonder about and discuss the Bible 

story. Name the ways it connects to 

you and your family.

Explore & Bless
Choose from two Explore options, 

including activities in the student 

materials. PreK–Kindergarten Book-

let pages are for children ages 3–6. 

Spotlight Magazine is for children in 

grades 1–5. Children can do these 

activities independently or they can 

be done as a family.

Close with a prayer of blessing for 

your family.
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Media and More!
Book and media suggestions are provided each week in the Link option in Explore. Many of them are already posted on the 

Shine: Living in God’s Light Pinterest page for ease of use. Th is is the link to the Winter 2021–22 board: www.pinterest.com/

shinelivingingo/winter-2021-2022/. Note that there are many books available on YouTube as read-aloud videos, so check to 

see if they are available there if you are not able to access a library. Some libraries may have the suggested books as audio-

books or e-books.

Make It Your Own!
Every family is diff erent. Every child has unique needs. While you may want to complete the entire session in one sitting, you 

can also change it up from week to week depending on the ages, attention spans, and interest levels of your family members. 

Here are some other ways to use the materials:

 Single-day option
Read the Bible story after 
breakfast.

Say the prayer before lunch or 
dinner.

Play the songs as background 
music while your child or children 
are playing.

Do the Explore activities in the 
morning or afternoon.

Sing the song (or songs) at 
bedtime.

 Three-day option
Sing and Pray on day 1.

Read and Wonder on day 2.

Explore and Bless on day 3.

 One-week option
Sing on Sunday.

Pray on Monday.

Read the “Read Together” version 
of the Bible story on Tuesday. Ask 
several of the provided questions.

Read the illustrated version of the 
Bible story on Wednesday and ask 
the rest of the provided questions.

Do the student activities on 
Thursday.

Complete another Explore option 
on Friday.

Check out the Read, Watch, Listen 
items on Saturday.
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Week 1

Prepare the Way
Isaiah 2:1–5

Story Summary
Isaiah foretold a time when people would seek to know 

the ways of God. Th e prophet pictured streams of peo-

ple coming from all nations. Th ese people would invite 

others to join them with the words, “Come let us go to 

the mountain of the Lord.” Nations and peoples who 

had been enemies would turn from harm to hope. God’s 

teachings and God’s arbitration would be the basis for this new day of peace.

Faith Link
We can walk in God’s light.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th ese words from the prophet Isaiah form a compelling poetic vision of God’s future reign. Th is vision is rooted in the royal 

Zion theology that is found throughout Isaiah and also in the Psalms (Psalms 46, 48, 87, 99, 132). Th is tradition affi  rms that 

God is king of heaven and earth; that Zion, the mountain on which the holy city of Jerusalem is built, is God’s dwelling place 

among mortals; and that the Davidic kings are agents of God, appointed to rule God’s people with justice. Zion was associ-

ated with God’s protection and blessing, serving as a refuge for the needy and all who placed their trust in God.

Th ere are several striking features of Isaiah’s vision. First, the place where God’s presence is revealed will be exalted above 

all other earthly places. Second, there is movement both toward the holy mountain of God and away from it. As the nations 

stream toward Zion, God’s life-giving word is already going out toward them. Th ird, this is an inclusive vision of all peoples 

and nations streaming toward God. Isaiah proclaims that God is not only sovereign Lord of Judah but of the whole created 

world. God’s plans for justice and salvation encompass all people. Th e nations come to Zion in order to receive instruction 

from God so that they might follow God’s ways. When people trust God’s wisdom and justice and allow God to settle confl icts, 

they lay down their weapons. Instead of using technology to harm people, they create agricultural implements that will feed 

people. Disputes between nations are not eliminated, but when God is sovereign, they can be resolved without bloodshed. 

Although the Hebrew word for peace, shalom, does not occur in this text, this is indeed what the vision of Isaiah describes.

Isaiah 2:5 is a transitional verse that introduces the warning that follows. Although some Bibles and commentators link 

it with verse 6, the vocabulary—“house of Jacob,” “walk”—connects it closely with the preceding vision. Th eologically, this 

verse functions as a signifi cant conclusion to the promises of verses 2–4. Given this vision of what the future holds, how 

should the people of God now act? Th ey are to live in the imagination of the future. Th e prophet urges the people of God to 

walk in ways consistent with this vision of justice and peace. Th ey can participate in God’s promises for the future by already 

allowing their lives to be guided by this light. Th e Gospel of Luke, to which we will turn next week, has a similar vision of all 

people seeing the salvation of God. It too emphasizes that God’s reign is one of peace and justice, and it invites followers of 

Jesus to live in that reign already in the present.

Slowing down long enough to look at the beautiful night sky or to notice the good things in our lives can be tough 

during the busy season of Advent. How can you slow your busy pace and open your eyes to the wonder of God 

among us?

God, fi ll me with your light, that I may fi x my eyes on you in this sacred season. Help me to pause from frenetic activity and join 

you in your work of peace around me. Amen.
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Sing and Pray
Sing “Th e Way of Peace” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 4. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum .com/Extras.

Explore
Make Peace
Find several metal implements in your home. Talk about 

how they can be used for peace. A metal shovel can help 

grow food for a community garden. A metal ladle can serve 

soup to someone who is hungry. A metal screw can build a 

house for someone who doesn’t have a home.

Link
Read the book A Child’s Garden: A Story of Hope by Michael 

Foreman or watch a read aloud version on YouTube. How is 

this similar to the Bible story? Celebrate God’s good news 

by listening, singing, or dancing to the song “Good News” 

by Mandisa on YouTube.

Booklet and Spotlight

Pray together, with everyone clapping twice after the 

phrase “we praise you”:

God, we praise you for the coming of Jesus. We 

praise you for the hope and joy that Jesus brings. 

We praise you. We praise you. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 12 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder what God’s house would be like.

• Imagine everyone putting down their weapons and 

living in peace.

• I wonder what it would be like to go up God’s moun-

tain with people from all around the world.

• I wonder how we can live at peace with one another.

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 1 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read “Waiting with . . . HOPE” on page 2 in 

Spotlight and write a response to the prompt. Use page 22 

to make a community peace path image.

Bless
Say a blessing based on Isaiah 2:3–5:

Let’s go with our friends, neighbors, and even 

our enemies to God’s house.

Let’s turn our weapons into tools for peace.

Let’s live by the light of God.
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Week 1 Bible Story

Prepare the Way
Retelling of Isaiah 2:1–5

Th e people of Israel had been taken from their homes and were 
living in a faraway land. Had God forgotten them? God sent Isaiah to 
them with a message.

“Did you create the sky and ocean?
Did you fi ll a bucket with the dirt of the earth?
Did you weigh the hills?

Don’t you know?
Hasn’t someone told you?
God made the earth and rules over it.
Next to God, we are like tiny bugs.

Look at the sky.
Who made the stars? 
Who gave them names?
God is so strong that even the stars cannot be lost.

Sometimes you say, ‘God isn’t watching.
God doesn’t care if bad things happen to us.’
How can you say that?

Don’t you know?
Hasn’t someone told you?
God is the great Creator and knows all things.

Look to God when you feel tired.
God will give you strength.
You will be like an eagle in the sky.
You will walk and run and not be tired!”
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Week 2

Zechariah and Elizabeth
Luke 1:5–25, 57–80

Story Summary
Elizabeth and Zechariah had grown old without having any children. An 

angel appeared to Zechariah while he was working in the temple. Th e angel 

said they would have a son who would turn many to God. Zechariah doubted, 

so the angel said he would be unable to speak until his son’s birth. Elizabeth 

did become pregnant. After the baby was born, Zechariah wrote on a tablet, 

“His name is John.” Zechariah could speak again, and praised God.

Faith Link
We can celebrate the good things God has done.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Priests like Zechariah were called upon to serve in the temple for two weeklong periods every year. During the particular 

term of service described in our text today, Zechariah’s name is drawn by lot to perform the special task of burning incense 

in the holy place, a space second in holiness only to the Holy of Holies. In this sacred space, an angel visits Zechariah with 

news that his wife, Elizabeth, will bear a son, and that he should name the boy John, meaning “Yahweh has shown favor.” Th is 

announcement is an answer to Zechariah’s prayer for a son and the people’s prayer for redemption.

Th e angel’s words outline the role John will have in God’s saving purposes. Th e command to abstain from alcohol signals 

consecration for a divine task. Like God’s agents in the past, John will be fi lled with the Holy Spirit. His vocation will be to 

prepare people for the Lord’s coming by calling Israel back to God, thereby fulfi lling expectations for Elijah’s return on the 

last day. Here the language of turning is used in verses 16 and 17. Later we learn that John will carry out his mission by preach-

ing repentance for the forgiveness of sins. In response to Zechariah’s incredulity, the angel identifi es himself as Gabriel, the 

revealer of divine mysteries (see Daniel 8–9), who comes from the very presence of God. As a sign to Zechariah that his words 

are true and as reproof of Zechariah’s unbelief, Gabriel pronounces that Zechariah will be mute until the events have come 

to pass.

Luke mentions John’s birth briefl y, focusing instead on his circumcision and naming. Th e theme of joy, so prominent 

throughout Luke’s narrative, reappears here. Zechariah’s naming of the child in accordance with Gabriel’s command 

acknowledges his acceptance of the divine message, and he regains his speech and praises God.

Th e crowd’s wondering question, “What then will this child become?” (1:66 NRSV) anticipates John’s divinely given com-

mission and leads into Zechariah’s song. Th e Benedictus (1:68–79) reiterates previous themes and introduces others that 

are equally pivotal in the Gospel of Luke. Th e fi rst part of the hymn praises God for great acts of deliverance in the past. It 

highlights God’s restoration of David’s kingdom and the fulfi llment of God’s promises to Abraham.

Th e language of salvation is prominent here, envisioning a time of freedom from enemies and freedom to serve God 

without fear. In the second part of the hymn, Zechariah addresses John directly and looks to the future. He echoes Gabriel’s 

message that the child will prepare the way for the Lord, anticipating the coming of God’s Messiah. Th e themes of peace and 

light, which appear as salvation language elsewhere in Luke and Acts, conclude this hymn of praise.

Where do you need to be silent today, like Zechariah before John’s birth, and marvel at what God is doing in your 

life? Where do you need to burst into song, and share good news with anyone who will listen?

God, quiet my voice when needed so I can become more aware of where you are at work in and around me. Amen.
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Pray together, with everyone clapping twice after the 

phrase “we praise you”:

God, we praise you for peace. We praise you 

for the peace in our hearts. We praise you for 

the examples of peace in our homes, schools, 

church, neighborhood, and world. We praise 

you. We praise you. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 14 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder why God chose Zechariah and Elizabeth.

• Imagine seeing an angel. I wonder if you would have 

believed the angel.

• Imagine God’s love and kindness shining on you.

• I wonder how God guides us into a life of peace.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Th e Way of Peace” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 4. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum .com/Extras.   

Explore
Retell
Make a cooperative comic strip by assigning each family 

member a scene from the story to draw. Put the pictures 

in order to tell the story. As you create together, talk about 

how the diff erent characters felt in each scene.

Link
Watch the videos “Zechariah and Elizabeth” by Faith Kids 

Videos and “Bible Story: Elizabeth” by Tailrace Kids, both 

on YouTube. Talk about any diff erences between the two 

videos. How do these versions compare to the story in 

All Together?

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 2 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read “Waiting with . . . PEACE” from page 2 

in Spotlight and write a response to the prompt. On page 5, 

use the American Sign Language alphabet to fi ngerspell 

each person’s name. Fill in the blanks to show the message 

“Guide our feet in the way of peace.”

Bless
Say a blessing based on Luke 1:78–79:

God’s love and kindness will shine upon you this 

week, just like the sun in the sky. God will show 

you how to live a life of peace. Trust in the hope 

and peace of God.
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Week 2 Bible Story

Zechariah and Elizabeth
Retelling of Luke 1:5–25, 57–80

Zechariah the priest and his wife Elizabeth loved God. Th ey were old but 
did not have any children.

One day, Zechariah was in the temple. An angel came and said, “Your 
wife Elizabeth will have a son. Name him John.”

Zechariah said, “How can this be? We are too old.”

Th e angel said, “Because you did not believe me, you will not be able 
to talk until the baby is born.”

Zechariah went home. He could not talk.

Soon Elizabeth had a baby boy, just as the angel said. Everyone 
was happy!

Friends and family came to visit. Elizabeth said, “His name is John.” 
Th e people were surprised. Th ey thought he should be named Zechariah, 
like his father!

Th ey turned to Zechariah. Zechariah wrote on a tablet, “His name is 
John.” Right away Zechariah could talk again!

Zechariah said, “Blessed are you, God. You will raise up a wise king 
from David’s family. John, my son, you will prepare the way for this king. 
God’s light will shine on all people. God will help us walk in the way 
of peace.”
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Week 3

Mary Shares Her Joy
Luke 1:26–56

Story Summary
A young woman in Nazareth named Mary was engaged to Joseph. Th e angel 

Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that God had chosen her to be the 

mother of Jesus, God’s son. Mary was surprised. She told Gabriel she was 

God’s servant and that she accepted his calling. Mary visited her cousin 

Elizabeth, who was also expecting a baby. Elizabeth rejoiced with Mary. Mary 

sang a song praising the great things God had done.

Faith Link
We can listen to God.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th e angel Gabriel, who visited Zechariah, now comes to Mary with remarkable news of another impending birth. In contrast 

to Zechariah, an elderly, male priest, Mary is female and probably young and poor. Yet Gabriel declares she is favored by God, 

a God who graciously lifts up the lowly and overturns social conventions.

Although both Zechariah and Mary wonder how such a birth can be possible, only Mary responds with trust and obedi-

ence. She is a model of discipleship in the Gospel of Luke. Th e parallels and distinctions in these two stories communicate 

that both John and Jesus are unique agents of God’s saving purpose. But of the two, Jesus has much greater signifi cance and 

stature. John will prepare the way for the Lord by preaching repentance. Jesus comes from the royal line of David and will 

reign over his people forever, fulfi lling God’s promise to David of an eternal dynasty. He will be called Son of God, recalling 

God’s words to David in 2 Samuel 7:14; and he will be holy, conceived by the Holy Spirit. He is the long-awaited Messiah 

of Israel.

Before leaving, the angel gives Mary a sign that indeed nothing is impossible with God: her aged relative Elizabeth is also 

pregnant. Mary rushes off  to visit Elizabeth, confi rming the truth of the angel’s news. When the baby in Elizabeth’s womb 

stirs with joy, Elizabeth praises God and blesses Mary.

Mary responds with her own hymn of praise, known as the Magnifi cat, after the fi rst word in the Latin translation of the 

text. Her song has echoes of Hannah’s song at Samuel’s birth, with its emphasis on divine reversals and compassion for the 

needy (1 Samuel 2:1–10). Mary’s song is thoroughly theological, in that it focuses almost entirely on who God is and how God 

acts. Mary’s song also anticipates the ministry of Jesus, who will be God’s agent for salvation on earth.

Th e hymn divides roughly into two halves. Th e fi rst half is a personal thanksgiving for God’s gracious initiative on behalf 

of a particular, humble woman. In the second half, the scope of God’s action expands to include the poor and oppressed in 

general. Th e song celebrates God’s actions in the past but also anticipates what God will do for the poor and needy in the 

future through the Savior who is soon to be born.

Th e Magnifi cat characterizes the God of Mary and Jesus as powerful, merciful, and faithful. It also introduces a theme 

that is prominent in the rest of the book of Luke—namely, that God overturns human expectations and unjust power struc-

tures and delivers the oppressed. Th us, the hymn is both revolutionary in addressing the reversals God will provide and 

conservative in its insistence that God remains faithful to God’s age-old promises to Israel.

Who off ers you unconditional welcome and embrace? Who celebrates with you when you have good news to share? 

Spend a few moments thinking about and giving thanks for the people who have supported you on your journey.

God, may I be challenged by Mary’s costly response to your call, inspired by Elizabeth’s joyful recognition of your presence, and 

compelled toward justice by Mary’s song. Amen.
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Pray together, with everyone clapping twice after the 

phrase “we praise you”:

God, we praise you for the angels who brought 

messages of hope, peace, and joy to Zechariah, 

Elizabeth, and Mary. We praise you for the good 

news of your love today. We praise you. We 

praise you. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 15 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how Mary felt when God chose her for this 

special job.

• Imagine Mary traveling so many miles to see 

Elizabeth. I wonder how long it took to get there.

• Imagine creating your own song of praise to God. 

What would you praise God for?

• I wonder how you feel when you hear that nothing 

is impossible for God.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Th e Way of Peace” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 4.  Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum .com/Extras.

Explore
Move
Play a toss game throwing a soft ball into a small trash can 

or bucket. With each toss, the person will name something 

that brings them joy. If they miss, they can try again, say-

ing something diff erent that brings them joy. Do not repeat 

something already named by another family member.

Link
Listen to a version of Mary’s Song on YouTube, using one 

of these suggestions: “Magnifi cat” by Christy Nockels 

and Todd Agnew; “Annunciation (Magnifi cat)” by Marty 

Haugen; “Th e Magnifi cat” by Shannon Wexelberg. Talk 

about how you would sing these words of praise to God.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 3 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read “Waiting with . . . JOY” on page 3 in 

Spotlight and write a response to the prompt.

Bless
Say a blessing:

May God’s face shine on you and me this week. 

May God guide our feet in the way of peace.
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Week 3 Bible Story

Mary Shares Her Joy
Retelling of Luke 1:26–56

Elizabeth, the mother of John, had a cousin named Mary. Mary lived in 
Nazareth. She and Joseph were engaged to be married.

Th e angel Gabriel came to Mary and said, “God is with you. You will 
have a baby named Jesus. He will be called the Son of God.”

Mary said, “How can this be? I am not married.”

Th e angel said, “It will happen by the Holy Spirit. Your cousin 
Elizabeth is very old, but she is going to have a baby too. Nothing is too 
hard for God. 

Mary went to Elizabeth’s house. Elizabeth said to Mary, “When I heard 
your voice, my baby was happy and moved inside me. God has blessed 
you and your child.”

Mary sang, 

“God has done great things for me. 
God takes strong rulers off  their thrones. 
God has humble people lead. 
God gives food to the hungry.
God made promises to people long ago,
and God will keep those promises!”
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Week 4

Jesus Is Born
Luke 2:1–20

Story Summary
When Mary and Joseph were expecting their fi rst child, they had to travel 

to Bethlehem in Judea, to be counted by the emperor. While they were 

there, Jesus was born. Th e inns were full, so they placed the baby in a man-

ger. Nearby, an angel appeared to shepherds at night, telling them that the 

Messiah had been born. Th e shepherds quickly went to Bethlehem and found 

Mary, Joseph, and the baby. Everyone was amazed.

Faith Link
We can share the good news of Jesus’ birth.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

A manger, angels, and shepherds: these familiar Christmas pageant images of beauty and peace originate in the Gospel of 

Luke. What such idyllic scenes often omit, however, are the radical, political undertones in Luke’s story of Jesus’ birth.

Jesus’ birth is narrated simply and briefl y in the Gospel of Luke—certainly not a birth story befi tting a king! Th ere is no 

guiding star nor are there angels present. Modern Christmas pageants often get the circumstances wrong when they portray 

the birth in the private setting of a barn. Th e word often translated “inn” is not the word for a public establishment but more 

likely refers to an attached guest room of a family home (compare with Luke 22:11–12), which in this case was occupied. 

Since Joseph and Mary were going to Joseph’s hometown, they would likely have had relatives to take them in. It would have 

been unthinkable in an ancient Middle Eastern culture, where honor, relationship, and hospitality were highly esteemed, to 

turn away family members about to have a child.

Ancient peasant homes usually consisted of one large room on two levels. Animals brought in for the night were housed 

on the lower level, while the family living quarters were on an adjoining raised platform. Th e mangers, or feeding troughs, 

would be between the living room and the “stable.” Here the infant Jesus was laid, wrapped snuggly in bands of cloth, the 

common practice of the day. Although Luke does not mention the presence of any other people, what is portrayed in this 

scripture passage is an ordinary birth in an ordinary peasant home.

But the baby born here is far from ordinary, as is evident in the angel’s visit to the shepherds. Th e angel’s good news fulfi lls 

the expectations aroused in the announcement to Mary and in Zechariah’s song (Luke 1:32–33, 69). Jesus is the royal Davidic 

Messiah, anticipated by the prophets long ago. He is the Savior, who will deliver all people from their enemies, including sin 

and death, and who will usher in God’s reign of all-encompassing peace. Luke’s Gospel, more than any other, highlights Jesus’ 

mission as one of salvation and peace for all people, an emphasis already present in the birth narrative.

Th e fact that the angel’s announcement comes fi rst to shepherds is signifi cant. Several Old Testament texts look forward 

to a future ruler who will shepherd Israel (Ezekiel 34:23 and Micah 5:4). Shepherds in fi rst-century Palestine were poor, 

uneducated, and of low status. Yet it is these lowly ones who have good news preached to them and who, in turn, become 

evangelists of God’s saving news. Th e sign they receive is that they will fi nd the Christ child not in a mansion but in a manger 

in an ordinary peasant home. Th e birth story previews what Jesus will do throughout his ministry: welcome the outcasts and 

proclaim a salvation that is for all people. Th is is indeed good news prompting great joy!

What new insights have you discovered as you read this familiar story? What joys do you want to celebrate as the day 

of Christ’s birth approaches? What yearnings do you have to bring to God?

God, thank you that I can trust your endless love for me. May I celebrate your coming this week with a fresh sense of joy and hope 

for all that is yet to be! Amen.
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Pray together, with everyone clapping twice after the 

phrase “we praise you”:

God, we praise you for Jesus. We praise you for 

the love and peace that he brings to our world 

and to our hearts. We praise you. We praise 

you. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 16 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how Joseph felt when he held baby Jesus 

for the fi rst time.

• I wonder why God sent angels to shepherds to share 

the good news.

• If you just found out that Jesus was born, whom 

would you tell?

• I wonder what memories and experiences you trea-

sure in your heart.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Great Big Love” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 5. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum .com/Extras.

Explore
Make Peace
You can share the good news of Jesus’ birth just like shep-

herds did. Work together to brainstorm various ways to 

share good news, such as a card, picture, song, newspaper/

online article, text message, or phone call. Use various art 

supplies to create good news messages.

Link
Watch the video “Th e Birth of Jesus: Luke 1–2” by 

BibleProject on YouTube. Th en listen to “Th e King Is Born 

Tonight” by David Wesley or “Th e Friendly Beasts” by 

Cedarmont Kids, both on YouTube.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 4 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read “Waiting with . . . LOVE” on page 3 in 

Spotlight and write a response to the prompt. Help the 

shepherds fi nd their way to Jesus on page 24.

Bless
Say a blessing:

Glory to God in heaven, and peace on earth. May 

we feel the hope, peace, joy, and love of Jesus 

this Christmas.
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Week 4 Bible Story

Jesus Is Born
Retelling of Luke 2:1–20

Emperor Augustus gave orders: “Th e names of all people have to be listed 
in record books. Everyone must go to their family’s hometown.”

Joseph was from King David’s family. So he went with Mary from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the city of David. Mary was about to have a baby. 

Bethlehem was fi lled with people. Th ere was no room in the inn, so 
they stayed in a place for animals. Mary gave birth to a baby boy and 
named him Jesus. She wrapped him in cloth and laid him in a manger. 

Shepherds were watching their sheep in a nearby fi eld. An angel came 
and said, “I have good news for all people! Th e Savior has been born 
in Bethlehem.”

Angels came and said, “Glory to God in heaven! Peace on earth!”

Th e shepherds ran to Bethlehem to see the baby. Th ey found Mary 
and Joseph. Baby Jesus was lying in a manger.

Th e shepherds went home, praising God. Th ey told everyone they met 
about the good news of Jesus’ birth. Everyone was amazed!
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Week 5

Simeon and Anna
Luke 2:21–40

Story Summary
Eight days after the birth, Mary and Joseph took the baby to be presented in 

the temple in Jerusalem. Th ey named him Jesus. God’s Spirit had told Simeon 

that he would see the Messiah before he died. Now, as an old man, Simeon 

held Jesus and praised God. He said Jesus would bring light to the whole 

world. Joseph and Mary were amazed. Th e elderly prophet Anna also praised 

God and spoke about Jesus to everyone.

Faith Link
We can praise God with Simeon and Anna.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

One of the key witnesses to the presence of God’s redemption in Jesus is Simeon. He is aged and righteous, a representative of 

faithful Israel expectantly waiting for a Messiah. Now, ready to die, he holds the Lord’s Messiah in his arms. Th e Holy Spirit is 

present with Simeon, showing him to be a reliable and inspired witness to God’s revelation. Like Simeon, Anna is a prophet 

whose devotion is extraordinary. She is in the temple constantly, fasting and praying for God to set things right.

Anna and Simeon are only one of the male-female narrative pairs in the Gospel of Luke. Others include Zechariah and 

Mary; the widow of Nain and Jairus the synagogue leader; and the shepherd and the woman who both seek something lost. 

Luke’s pairing of males and females throughout the Gospel highlights women in a culture where their public roles were 

severely limited. In this text, Anna’s voice joins Simeon’s to give praise and testimony to God’s redemption, made manifest in 

this newborn child.

A signifi cant feature of Simeon’s song is the universal nature of God’s redemption. Th is was already envisioned by the 

prophet Isaiah and is hinted at in the angels’ words to the shepherds: God’s salvation will be for all people. Simeon’s hymn of 

praise borrows heavily from the language and theology of Isaiah.1 Like Isaiah, Simeon looks forward to God’s redemption of 

Israel and to the universal recognition of God’s saving acts.

When Simeon sees Jesus, he recognizes him as the agent of God’s salvation. Th e Greek word used here for “salvation” 

occurs only four times in the New Testament. Th ree of those four occurrences are in Luke and Acts, in the context of God’s 

salvation spreading to the whole world.2 Words like light, glory, joy, and peace echo the angels’ appearance to the shepherds, 

and all are associated with the good news of salvation. Th e result of Simeon’s seeing the Lord’s Messiah is “peace,” a synonym 

for salvation in the Gospel.

Th e second part of Simeon’s speech, addressed to Mary, shifts from the salvation that Jesus will bring to the crisis that he 

will precipitate. Jesus will expose the inner thoughts and sins of many. As a result, he will provoke social upheaval, opposi-

tion, and division among God’s people. Th is hostility and division will be a sword that will touch Mary’s life as well. Simeon’s 

song tells the reader that not all people will welcome the light that Jesus will bring, but that Jesus’ story concerns God’s sal-

vation becoming available to the whole world.

What words of blessing do you long to hear? Reassurance that everything will be okay? Affi  rmation that you are on 

the right path? A reminder that you are loved? Know that God sees and blesses you.

God, help me receive your all-encompassing love for me this week as a child—openly, willingly, and eager to soak in your bless-

ing. Amen.

1. See Isaiah 40:5; 42:6; 46:13; 49:6; 52:10; 56:1; 60:1.

2. Most scholars believe that Luke and Acts were written by the same person. Th e other two Luke and Acts references to salvation are Luke 3:6 and 

Acts 28:28.
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Pray together:

God, you have done so many great and amazing 

things. We praise you for ___________ (take turns 

naming things). Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 17 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how Simeon knew that Jesus was the 

promised Messiah.

• Imagine praying at the temple day and night 

like Anna.

• If you got to hold baby Jesus in your arms, what 

would you say?

• What are some ways we can praise God?

Sing and Pray
Sing “Where Jesus Was” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 6. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. You can also sing 

some of your favorite Christmas songs together.

Explore
Move
Anna stayed at the temple day and night, praying to God 

and telling others what God was telling her. Designate 

one area of a room “day” and the other “night.” Name items 

and move to “day” or “night” based on where it belongs. 

Suggested items: Moon, sun, fl ashlight, sunscreen, pillow, 

fl owers, stars, skateboard, stuff ed animal, blanket, bus, 

toothbrush, snacks, books.

Link
Watch the video “Every Move I Make: Dance-a-long with 

Lyrics” by CJ and Friends on YouTube. Sing and move 

together to the song.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 5 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read about group prayers on page 6 in 

Spotlight. Complete the activity on page 13 or color the 

picture on page 12.

Bless
Say a blessing:

God’s promises are for all people, including you! 

Remember all the good things God has done. 

Know that God is with you wherever you go and 

will always love you.
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Week 5 Bible Story

Simeon and Anna
Retelling of Luke 2:21–40

Simeon lived in Jerusalem. He was a good man who loved God. God had 
promised Simeon that he would see the Savior before he died. One day, 
God’s Spirit told Simeon to go to the temple.

When he went into the temple, Simeon saw Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. 
Jesus was eight days old. Simeon took Jesus in his arms. He praised God 
and said, 

“Lord, I have waited for this day for so long!
Now I have seen the promised Savior!
Your great power is a light for all the world.”

Th e prophet Anna was also in the temple that day. She was 84 years 
old. She served God day and night in the temple. When she saw baby 
Jesus, she praised God. She told everyone about Jesus the Savior.

Mary and Joseph took baby Jesus back to their home in Nazareth. 
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Week 6

Jesus’ Family Visits the 
Temple
Luke 2:41–52

Story Summary
When Jesus was 12 years old, he and his parents traveled to Jerusalem for 

the Passover festival. Afterwards, their group began the journey back home, 

but Mary and Joseph could not fi nd Jesus. After three days of searching, they 

found Jesus in the temple, sitting with the leaders, listening and asking ques-

tions. Everyone was amazed by his understanding and answers. Jesus returned to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, obedient 

and growing in wisdom and favor.

Faith Link
Jesus learns from others.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th is week’s story reinforces the fact that Jesus had a solid Jewish upbringing. His parents make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 

annually to attend the Passover, in accordance with the law (see Exodus 23:14–17). As a 12-year-old, Jesus is at the age where 

he will take on more religious responsibility and receive formal instruction, so he attends the festival as well. Families and 

friends would have traveled together in groups, and just because Mary and Joseph did not notice Jesus’ absence does not 

mean that they were negligent parents. However, Mary’s reproach when they fi nd Jesus does imply that Jesus should have 

told them where he was.

In ancient Mediterranean societies, lack of respect for parents demonstrated great dishonor, and the fact that Mary and 

Joseph were delayed by several days meant that they could no longer return home in the safe company of relatives and 

friends. Jesus’ behavior would have been unusual and probably out of character, since he later returns with his parents obe-

diently. Jesus is not a rebellious son but one who is learning to listen to a higher calling.

Th is story is the fi rst indication that Jesus is becoming aware of his identity and mission. When Mary calls Jesus “child” and 

says that she and his father have been searching for him, Jesus responds by calling God his Father. Th e Greek is ambiguous 

here and can mean “in my Father’s house/household” or “involved in my Father’s business.” Th is contrast in the two uses of 

the word Father highlights the key issue—namely, that Jesus is now claiming the relationship that began when he was dedi-

cated in the temple as an infant.

Th e center of the story is 2:46–47, where Jesus is in the temple with the teachers, listening, asking questions, and answer-

ing with remarkable insight. Th ere is no hint here of the later confl ict he will have with Jewish religious leaders. Th e passage 

does, however, prefi gure Jesus’ later role as a wise interpreter of scripture and as a teacher. Even though Jesus shows remark-

able wisdom and understanding, he is still learning and growing. He does not yet have full knowledge of his future mission.

In addition to previewing Jesus’ role as wise teacher, this text also introduces the theme of confl ict between Jesus’ mission 

and societal and family expectations. Following the will of God sometimes creates tension between competing loyalties, 

both for Jesus and for his followers. (See Luke 8:19–21; 9:59–62; 14:26.) Despite the misunderstanding and dishonor it might 

cause his family, this is something Jesus “must” do, a word that is used often in Luke to refer to Jesus’ divine identity and 

calling. However, at this point, it is only a glimpse into what lies ahead; the story ends with Jesus obediently returning home 

with his parents.

How has your faith grown and changed since you were the age of Jesus in this story? What might the children and 

youth in your group have to teach you?

God, thank you for those who help me understand you more deeply. May I be open to recognizing wisdom wherever I encounter 

it. Amen.
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Pray:

God, thank you for being our light. You care 

about every part of our lives and take care 

of us. Help us this week with the things we 

need. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 18 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• Imagine playing with Jesus. What game would you 

want to play together?

• I wonder what questions Jesus asked the teachers. I 

wonder what they asked him.

• I wonder if you have taught something new to a 

friend or family member.

• I wonder what questions you would ask leaders at 

our church.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Be My Light, Lord” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 7. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Make Peace
Listening to and learning from others is an important part 

of making peace, especially if they have experiences that 

are signifi cantly diff erent from our own. Not everyone is 

offi  cially called a teacher, but many people help us learn 

and grow. Talk about things you like about teachers at 

school, in the community, or at church.

Link
Read the book Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty or fi nd a 

read aloud version on YouTube. Th e book talks about hav-

ing curiosity and a desire to learn. Talk about what each 

person in your family wants to learn about or fi nds curious 

or interesting.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 6 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Crack the codes on page 25 in Spotlight. Th e 

solution is on page 33.

Bless
End your time by singing “May God Bless You” from Worship 

Songs for Children, track 15.
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Week 6 Bible Story

Jesus’ Family Visits the Temple
Retelling of Luke 2:41–52

Jesus lived with his parents in Nazareth. When he was 12 years old, they 
went to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. Mary, Joseph, and Jesus trav-
eled with their family and friends.

After Passover, it was time to go home. But Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. 
He did not go with his family and friends.

A day went by. Mary and Joseph were worried about Jesus. Where 
could he be? Th ey asked their friends and family, but no one had seen 
him. So Mary and Joseph went back to Jerusalem to fi nd him.

After three days, they found Jesus in the temple. He was listening to 
the teachers and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was 
amazed at what he knew. Mary said, “Child, why have you done this? We 
were so worried. We have been looking everywhere for you.”

Jesus said, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I would be 
here in my Father’s house?”

Mary and Joseph did not understand what he meant.

Jesus and his parents went back home to Nazareth together. Jesus 
grew from a child into an adult. He was wise and the people loved him.
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Week 7

Jesus’ Baptism and 
Temptation
Luke 3:21–22; 4:1–13

Story Summary
John was baptizing people in the Jordan River. Jesus came to the river and was 

baptized by John. Heaven opened and the Holy Spirit came down on him in 

the form of a dove. A voice spoke from heaven and said, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Faith Link
Jesus resists temptation.

Bible Essay
by Dorothy Jean Weaver

In this passage, Jesus is inaugurated for his messianic ministry. Th is account of his baptism and temptation follows the story 

of John the Baptist’s ministry. John has come to prepare the way of the Lord. He baptizes people with water in the Jordan 

River as they confess their sins and repent. But John also announces someone who “is more powerful,” one who “will baptize 

. . . with the Holy Spirit and fi re” (Luke 3:16 NRSV). Now John’s proclamation comes true as Jesus appears at the Jordan River. 

Jesus is the Lord whose way John has come to prepare.

As Jesus emerges from the waters of baptism, God responds with a threefold display of heavenly affi  rmation. Th e heavens 

are opened. Th e Spirit of God descends on Jesus in the form of a dove. A voice from heaven proclaims, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (3:22). With these heavenly acts, God blesses Jesus for his righteous obedience in sub-

mitting to baptism. Still more importantly, God commissions Jesus publicly for his messianic ministry.

Jewish kings of the past were anointed for their task with the divine commission, “You are my son” (Psalm 2:7). Now Jesus, 

anointed by the baptism of John and empowered by the Spirit of God, is commissioned by a voice from heaven for his messi-

anic ministry as the beloved Son of God.

In a stunning reversal, the same Spirit who has descended on Jesus to empower him for his messianic ministry leads him 

into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Surmounting these temptations will not be easy. Jesus is famished after a 

40-day fast. And Satan’s three temptations are powerful attractions for the Messiah.

Satan does not question Jesus’ identity as Messiah, but acknowledges it and off ers Jesus three seductive options for car-

rying out his mission: “If you are the Son of God, do it this way . . . or this way . . . or this way!” Th e “bread making” option—

making bread from stones—will feed Jesus himself and also make him enormously popular with the crowds. Th e “allegiance” 

option—falling before Satan and worshiping him in exchange for “all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor”—is 

perhaps the most seductive option of all. It would be so easy, so painless! And the “circus” option (leaping from the pinnacle 

of the temple and being rescued by angels) is a surefi re method for impressing the masses.

Surely Jesus is tempted by Satan’s seductive options to show power. But just as surely Jesus rejects these temptations, each 

time with appropriate words of scripture. Jesus knows his identity. He knows his mission. And Satan leaves. Jesus is obedient 

to God and faithful to his God-given task. He is now ready to take up his public ministry.

We often face subtle temptations: Th e temptation to worry and grow anxious. Th e temptation to take matters into 

our own hands rather than be patient. Th e temptation to respond with anger or jealousy. What is tempting you 

today? How might you choose the path of Christ instead?

God, your Spirit was with Jesus in the wilderness, and your Spirit is with me. May I trust you to guide me on paths that are straight 

and true. Amen.
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Pray with motions:

God, help me to love myself (place both hands over 

your heart),

to love my family and friends (extend both hands 

forward, palms up),

and to love you. (Raise both hands toward the 

ceiling.) Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 19 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how Jesus felt when he heard God say, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved.”

• Imagine not eating for 40 days.

• I wonder which temptation was hardest for Jesus 

to resist. Point to one of the pictures on page 100 or 

101 to show what you think.

• When Jesus had a hard choice, he remembered 

words from scripture. I wonder what helps you 

make right choices.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Jesus, Be the Center” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 8. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Move
Play a game by tapping a balloon to each other. Each time 

someone taps the balloon, they name a diff erent type of 

water (lake, river, ocean) or uses for water (drink, wash, 

water the plants). Play again, saying words that relate to 

Jesus’ time in the wilderness (hungry, stones, bread, 40 days, 

worship, temple, devil, Jesus, angels, temptation, test).

Link
Jesus did not give into temptation for power but chose to 

live in a way that was radically diff erent from what oth-

ers expected. Read the book Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun: 

Having the Courage to Be Who You Are by Maria Dismondy 

or watch a read aloud version on YouTube. Following Jesus 

sometimes means we will live diff erently than the rest of 

the world.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 7 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read the introduction and work through 

the scenarios on page 8 of Spotlight. Complete the “Jesus’ 

Answers” Word Search on page 26. Th e solution is on 

page 33.

Bless
Pray:

God, thank you for the gift of Jesus. Because 

Jesus resisted temptation, we know that you can 

help us resist temptation. Be with us this week to 

make wise decisions without giving into tempta-

tions. Amen.
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Week 7 Bible Story

Jesus’ Baptism and 
Temptation
Retelling of Luke 3:21–22

Many people came to the Jordan River. John preached to them and
baptized them.

Jesus also came to the river, and John baptized him. Heaven opened. 
Th e Holy Spirit came down like a dove. A voice from heaven said, “You 
are my Beloved Son. I am pleased with you.” 

Jesus was then led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Th e devil tempted 
him for 40 days. Jesus did not eat anything during that time. At the end, 
he was very hungry.

Th e devil said, “If you are God’s Son, turn the stones into bread.”

Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Bread is not the only thing we need to live.’ ”

Th e devil showed him the whole world and said, “Worship me, and 
you can have all of this.”

Jesus said, “Th e only one we are to worship is God.”

Th e devil took Jesus to the top of the temple and said, “If you are 
God’s Son, throw yourself down. Surely God will protect you, just as it 
is written.”

Jesus said, “It is also written, ‘Do not test God.’ ” After all these tests, 
the devil left Jesus.

23 www.ShineCurriculum.com Shine at Home, January 9, 2022



Week 8

Jesus in His Hometown
Luke 4:14–30

Story Summary
Jesus returned to Galilee and taught; everyone praised him. In the synagogue 

in Nazareth, Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah. Th e scripture proclaimed 

good news for the poor and the year of the Lord’s favor. Jesus told them 

that the scripture had come true. Jesus implied that his words wouldn’t be 

accepted in his hometown, comparing the people to Israelites in Elijah and 

Elisha’s time. Th e crowd turned against him, but Jesus slipped away.

Faith Link
Jesus brings good news for outsiders.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th is account of Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth is unique to Luke’s Gospel. It is the fi rst thing Luke tells his readers about 

Jesus’ public ministry, and it introduces several major themes that are repeated in the rest of the Gospel. Th e text consists of 

an introductory summary (verses 14–16), two main parts (verses 17–22 and 23–29), and a conclusion (verse 30). In each of 

the parts Jesus makes a proclamation and the people respond. Th ese sections contrast signifi cantly in mood but each is vital 

for understanding Jesus’ ministry.

Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit at his baptism and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested. His public 

ministry in Galilee now begins under the power of the same Spirit.

As an observant Jew, Jesus would have attended synagogue regularly. It was common practice for adult males to read 

scripture and off er words of interpretation. On this particular occasion Jesus is chosen to read and is given the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah. He reads Isaiah 61:1–2a, including the line “to let the oppressed go free,” from Isaiah 58:6. Th is text encapsu-

lates his future ministry.

Just as Isaiah’s announcement gave hope to the Babylonian exiles, these same words would have reminded Jesus’ contem-

poraries, oppressed by Rome and harsh economic conditions, of God’s promises for future salvation. With these words, Jesus 

provides concrete content of the good news of the kingdom of God. Jesus goes further, however, implying that he is the one 

who will inaugurate the kingdom. He announces that these promises have been fulfi lled in the hearing of his listeners; that 

God’s reign of salvation and justice is beginning “today.” Th e crowd is amazed. Th ey can hardly believe that such remarkable 

words can come from the lips of a hometown boy.

Jesus sees through their admiration and reveals the “inner thoughts of many,” as Simeon predicted at his presentation 

in the temple as an infant (2:35 NRSV). He quotes two proverbs that suggest the crowd will expect him to show them some 

mighty deeds. Instead of catering to their demands, he reminds them of two Old Testament stories in which God extended 

mercy not to insiders but to outsiders: to the widow at Zarephath (1 Kings 17) and to Naaman, the leprous Syrian (2 Kings 5). 

God’s grace extends beyond Israel—it will not be constrained by fi nite human expectations. Such words jerk his listeners out 

of their complacency and self-centeredness and infuriate them. Jesus’ gracious words are indeed good news for some, but 

they also create confl ict and will eventually lead to his suff ering and death, as the conclusion of this scene previews.

What in Jesus’ message is good news for you today? Who in your life is waiting to hear good news? Light a candle for 

yourself and for them and know that God’s promises are for each of us.

God, I pray for your reign of justice, freedom, and healing. By your grace, may my role as a teacher be a small part of making real 

your kingdom on earth. Amen.
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Pray:

God, thank you for the good news that you love 

and care for everyone. Help us to share that 

good news with others. Help us to spread your 

love everywhere we go. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 20 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder if the people remembered when Jesus was 

a little boy.

• I wonder how Jesus felt when the people got angry 

with him.

• I wonder if you’ve ever felt like you were part of a 

special group. I wonder if you’ve ever felt left out.

• I wonder if you or anyone you know has been 

treated wrongly.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Spread God’s Love Around” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 3. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Create
Make a card to give to someone who is elderly or sick or 

needs good news. Everyone can make their own cards or 

create one as a family. Talk about sharing God’s love with 

others in need.

Link
Watch and talk about the video “Th e Wrong Crowd” by 

ghalitzka from YouTube. How can we welcome people who 

are diff erent? Use the blog post “Fruit and Pretzel Scroll 

Snack” by Ministry2Kids to create a fun snack to remember 

Jesus reading from a scroll.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 8 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Complete the “Good News?” activity on 

page 10 and the “Learning Counts” hidden message on 

page 27 in Spotlight. Th e solution is on page 33.

Bless
End your time by singing “Spirit of God” from Worship 

Songs for Children, track 14.
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Week 8 Bible Story

Jesus in His Hometown
Retelling of Luke 4:14–22

Jesus went back to his hometown of Nazareth. He went to the synagogue. 
Th e people gave him the scroll of Isaiah. Jesus unrolled it and read: 

“God’s spirit is on me.
God has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.
God has sent me to set the prisoners free, 

to give sight to people who are blind, 
and to give freedom to people who have been treated wrongly.”

He gave the scroll back and said, “Today, these words have come true.”

Th e people were amazed! “Th is is Joseph’s son. Listen to how well 
he speaks!”

But Jesus said, “I know you want me to do amazing things like I did in 
other places. But prophets say hard things and are not welcome in their 
hometown. Long ago, there was no rain. People were starving. Th ere 
were many widows who lived here in Israel. But God sent Elijah far away 
to care for a widow in Zarephath. Th ere were also many people in Israel 
who had leprosy. But God sent Elisha far away to care for a man with 
leprosy who lived in Syria.”

Th e crowd was angry at Jesus. Th ey wanted to throw him off  a cliff ! 
But Jesus walked through the crowd and went away.
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Week 9

Miraculous Catch of Fish
Luke 5:1–11

Story Summary
Jesus saw fi shermen cleaning their nets. He got in Simon’s boat and taught the 

crowds from there. Th en Jesus told Simon to put the nets into the water for 

a catch. Although they hadn’t caught anything all night, Simon obeyed. Th ey 

caught so many fi sh their nets began to break. Simon and the others were 

amazed! Jesus told the fi shermen that from now on they would be catching 

people. Th ey left everything and followed Jesus.

Faith Link
Jesus calls us to follow him.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

In this story, Simon and his partners encounter Jesus while catching fi sh and are called to a new vocation. Luke’s version 

is a story in three scenes. In the fi rst scene, Jesus is preaching at the edge of the Lake of Gennesaret, or Sea of Galilee. Jesus’ 

preaching and healing have already earned him a reputation. Jesus steps into Simon’s boat and imposes on this busy fi sher-

man to row out from shore a little so that he can better speak to the crowds.

In the second scene, the focus shifts from preaching to fi shing. After Jesus fi nishes speaking, he instructs Simon to put 

out into the deep water and let down his nets for a catch. Th is seems nonsensical to Simon, who has been up all night fi shing 

without success. Despite his reservations, Simon obeys Jesus because of Jesus’ authoritative word and because he knows 

Jesus as a powerful healer of his mother-in-law (4:38–39) and an infl uential preacher (5:1–3). Luke then emphasizes the 

overwhelming and unexpected nature of what happens next in 5:6: the nets are about to tear and both boats are in danger 

of sinking.

Th e third scene brings together the themes of preaching and fi shing, as the great catch leads to a new vocation for Simon. 

Simon’s response—“Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”—to such extraordinary good fortune may seem strange 

to present-day readers (Luke 5:8 NRSV). However, Simon’s admission of sinfulness is a typical biblical response in the pres-

ence of the holy, much like the prophet Isaiah’s response to his vision of God in the temple (Isaiah 6:5). Whereas earlier Simon 

called Jesus “Master,” he now calls him “Lord,” a signal that he is being transformed and is aware of the divine power at work 

in Jesus.

Jesus’ fi rst response to Simon is, “Do not be afraid.” Th ese are the same words that Gabriel spoke to Zechariah and Mary 

and that the angels spoke to the shepherds. All three times a promise of a great event followed the angels’ reassurance. Jesus’ 

next words to Simon also promise something, not a new physical birth, but the birth of a new vocation for Simon: “From now 

on you will be catching people.”

James and John are already partners with Simon in fi shing, and they now become partners with him in his new work. 

Along with Simon, they leave everything at the lakeshore and follow Jesus. We may wonder what happened to the great catch 

of fi sh or the families of the fi sherman, but Luke is only interested in telling his readers about the radical response of people 

who hear Jesus’ authoritative call to follow him and participate in his mission. Th is story reveals that disciples are ordinary 

people who encounter Jesus in their daily lives and are ready to step out in faith to take up the task and the promise which 

are held out to them.

How do you think it felt for the disciples to abandon what they knew to follow someone and something they were not 

sure of? When have you had to cast aside your doubts to follow Jesus?

God, you are with us. We give you our doubts and fears. Lead us in the way of faith. Amen.
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Pray, pausing to listen to God:

God, we want to follow you. 

Help us to listen to you . . .

to know how you want us to live (pause),

to know how we should treat others (pause),

to know how we can follow you. (Pause.) Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 21 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder what Jesus taught from the boat.

• I wonder how Simon felt when Jesus told him to let 

down the nets again.

• I wonder what it means to “fi sh for people.”

• I can’t see Jesus. I wonder how we can follow Jesus 

at home or at school or at work.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Som’landela” (We Will Follow) from Worship Songs 

for Children, track 11. Song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Create
Make paper boats as a reminder that Jesus is always call-

ing us to follow him. Use standard letter-size paper. Follow 

the instructions on page 23 in Spotlight to fold the paper 

into a sailboat, or watch “How to Make a Paper Boat” by 

EzOrigami on YouTube.

Link
Watch “Do You Know the Location of the Sea of Galilee?” 

by Drive Th ru History, stopping at 2:53 on YouTube. 

Elementary students can read “Galilee: Lake or Sea?” on 

page 18 in Spotlight and complete the dot-to-dot. Listen to 

the song “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” by Every Nation 

Church Malaysia Kids on YouTube.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 9 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read the story of Margaret Douroux on 

page 11 in Spotlight and listen to her song on YouTube (link 

on page 11).

Bless
Pray:

Dear Jesus, help us to follow you each day and 

become more like you. Help us to be more 

loving, kind, and compassionate. Amen.
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Week 9 Bible Story

Miraculous Catch of Fish
Retelling of Luke 5:1–11

A large crowd followed Jesus. Jesus got into Simon’s boat and went
out a little way from shore. He taught the people.

Th en he said to Simon, “Go to the deep water. Let down your nets.”

Simon said, “We worked all night and did not catch any fi sh. But since 
you say so, I will do it.”

Simon and his friends let down the nets. Th ey caught so many fi sh 
that the nets started to break! Th ey asked their friends in another boat to 
help. Soon both boats were fi lled with fi sh. Simon, James, John, and their
friends were so amazed!

Jesus said, “From now on, you will fi sh for people.”

When they got to shore, Simon and his friends left their boats. Th ey 
followed Jesus.
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Week 10

Sermon on the Plain
Luke 6:20–36

Story Summary
Jesus taught his disciples. He told them blessings would come to those the 

world often views as weak and unimportant. Th ose whom the world views as 

strong and important would suff er. Jesus also taught his listeners to love their 

enemies. God wants us to love everyone, not only people who are kind or close 

to us. We are called to love as God loves and be merciful as God is merciful.

Faith Link
Jesus teaches a new way of living.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th is passage is taken from the Sermon on the Plain—Luke’s version of the more familiar Sermon on the Mount found in the 

Gospel of Matthew. Th e Sermon on the Plain is the fi rst major block of teaching on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 

It begins not with commands but with blessing. Jesus’ disciples—who have left everything to follow him, who sometimes 

hunger and mourn, who will be hated and reviled—are blessed. Th e reign of God belongs to people such as these. Although 

its blessings will be fully realized in the future, they can be experienced in part in the present. Jesus inaugurates a new reality 

in which God turns everything upside down by fi lling the hungry, overturning the powerful, and bringing good news to 

the poor.

In verses 27–31, Jesus teaches his disciples about two issues raised in the beatitudes and woes: persecution and material 

possessions. In brief, he tells them that strict reciprocity should not be the guiding principle of their relationships. In the 

fi rst-century Mediterranean world, social relationships were governed by a careful balancing of benefi ts and obligations, 

often between unequal parties. Th ose with more wealth and status granted favors to those with less, thus obligating them to 

reciprocate with gratitude and service. Jesus’ instructions to his disciples set forth an alternative way of relating to people.

Jesus begins with a general command to “love your enemies,” followed by three parallel statements that explain the mean-

ing of the command. Th ese three statements show that loving one’s enemies is not primarily about how one feels towards 

them; rather, it means responding to harmful acts with service and goodwill.

In verses 29–31, Jesus gives three concrete examples of what such alternative behavior can look like. In all three cases, 

Jesus challenges his followers to respond to mistreatment with positive, nonviolent action and to the loss of possessions with 

generosity. Th ese examples are not a command to do nothing in the face of hostility. Rather, they are provocative behaviors 

intended to stop aggressors in their tracks and prompt them to take another look at their behavior. Jesus’ radical examples 

go counter to human instincts to protect ourselves and our possessions. Instead, Jesus urges disciples to be non-defensive 

and open, thereby catching the aggressor off  guard.

In the verses that follow this passage, Jesus provides the motivation for such radical reciprocity. Disciples love their ene-

mies, do good to those who hate them, and are extravagant in their generosity—not because such behavior always works to 

make everything come out right—but because this is the character of God. By imitating God’s extravagant mercy and gener-

osity, followers of Jesus show themselves to be children of God.

What has Jesus turned upside down in your life through his teaching? Who do you struggle to love? How might you 

reach out to start or renew a relationship with that person this week?

God, give me the grace to treat others as I want to be treated. May I be as generous in my giving and in my loving as you are to 

me. Amen.
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Pray:

God, thank you for this day. Help us to listen for 

your words of love and kindness. (Pause.) Teach 

us how we are to live. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 22 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how the sad people felt when Jesus said 

they would laugh.

• I wonder which part of the story was the most 

surprising to the people listening.

• I wonder if you’ve ever tried to love someone who 

was hard to love.

• Talk about a time you showed kindness.

Sing and Pray
Sing “All Together” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 10. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Move
Jesus talked about a new way of life—the sad would laugh, 

the hungry would be fi lled, enemies would be friends. Come 

up with motions for sad, laugh, hungry, fi lled, enemies, and 

friends. Have one person do one of the motions. Another 

person will respond with the opposite motion. Do this sev-

eral times and then switch roles.

Link
Read Enemy Pie by Derek Munson or watch a read aloud 

version on YouTube. How did Dad’s enemy pie work? What 

did the main character learn about his enemy?

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 10 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Complete page 14 or 15 in Spotlight. Play the 

Blessings Bingo game on page 28 to discover things we can 

give, say, and do to bless others.

Bless
End your time by singing “May God Bless You” from Worship 

Songs for Children, track 15.
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Week 10 Bible Story

Sermon on the Plain
Retelling of Luke 6:20–36

Jesus came down from a mountain where he had been praying. A very 
large crowd of people gathered around him. Th ey came from all over 
to hear what he would say and to be healed. Jesus healed them and 
taught them.

He said, “Blessed are you who are poor. God’s kingdom is yours. 
Blessed are you who are hungry now. You will be fi lled. Blessed are you 
who are sad now. You will laugh.

People might hate you or say bad things about you because you 
love God. Don’t worry! God will not forget you. You will have a reward 
in heaven.

Woe to you if you are rich. Your life has already been easy. Woe to you 
if you are well-fed now. You will be hungry. Woe to you if you are laugh-
ing now. You will cry.

Love your enemy. Do good to people who hate you. Give to all who ask
for your help.

Do to others as you would have them do to you. Be kind to everyone,
just as God is kind.”
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Week 11

Jesus Heals Two Daughters
Luke 8:40–56

Story Summary
Jairus, a synagogue leader, begged Jesus to heal his 12-year-old daughter. As 

Jesus went toward Jairus’ home, a woman who had been suff ering for 12 years 

touched the fringe of Jesus’ clothes and was healed. Jesus stopped to fi nd her, 

and said her faith made her well. During this time, news arrived that Jairus’ 

daughter had died. Jesus went into the house and called to the girl to get up. 

Her spirit returned and she was healed.

Faith Link
Jesus uses his power to heal.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th e story of Jesus healing a woman with a fl ow of blood is embedded in the story of Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter (8:41–42, 

49–56). In the two miracles that occur just prior to our text, Jesus revealed his power over creation (8:22–25) and demonic 

spirits (8:26–39); in 8:40–56 he demonstrates authority over disease and death. Th e fact that the story of the hemorrhaging 

woman is sandwiched inside another story invites the reader to interpret the two together. Th e woman has been bleeding for 

12 years—as long as Jairus’ daughter has been alive. In contrast to the named, esteemed synagogue offi  cial, the woman is a 

nameless, marginalized nobody. And yet Jesus allows himself to be interrupted and off ers her healing and life.

Th e woman’s condition is usually considered to be a uterine hemorrhage. Although it is diffi  cult to know exactly what 

her situation was, it seems likely that the condition was physically debilitating. Moreover, she probably would not have been 

married and certainly would not have been able to bear children—all in a culture where women’s roles were defi ned by their 

husbands and families. Since she had fruitlessly “spent all she had on physicians” (verse 43 NRSV), she was likely impover-

ished. Her perpetual bleeding put her in a state of constant ritual impurity, according to the laws in Leviticus 15:19–30. It 

is hard to imagine that this would not have been a social stigma that would marginalize her. Th e fact that she approached 

Jesus from behind, touched only the hem of his robe, and came before him trembling when there was no way out suggests 

that such public exposure would bring shame to her.

In reaching out to touch Jesus, the woman dares to cross established boundaries. She is only one of two individuals (both 

women) in the Gospel of Luke who “touch” Jesus, a word that appears four times in this text. She not only owns up to her 

deed but proclaims publicly why she touched him and how she had been healed, exposing her situation to all. Her character 

presents a contrast to the disciples, who do not understand who Jesus is (8:25) and object to Jesus’ reading of the situation 

(verse 45).

Th e fact that the woman tells her story for all to hear allows Jesus to acknowledge her faith publicly, restoring her to 

the community and overcoming marginalization. Th e Greek word translated “made well” is also the word saved; what the 

woman receives from Jesus is salvation in the fullest sense of the word—social, physical, emotional, and spiritual. Jesus also 

says “go in peace” (verse 48); in the Gospel of Luke peace is a word associated with salvation (1:79; 2:14; 7:50). Finally, Jesus 

calls her “daughter,” naming her as part of the family of God. Like Jairus’ daughter, this nameless woman is now a daughter 

also. To Jairus, Jesus will say, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved” (8:50). Th is is what the woman has done: she 

overcame fear, believed, and was saved.

What have you been suff ering from, or what suff ering of others is weighing on you? Picture yourself bringing that 

request to Jesus’ open arms.

God, I long for the day when there is no more sickness and suff ering. May your way of love and peace come more fully here on 

earth. Amen.
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Pray:

God, be our light today and every day this week. 

Help us to listen to you in the words of today’s 

story. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 23 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder how Jairus felt when he came to Jesus.

• I wonder why the woman who touched Jesus didn’t 

just ask him to heal her.

• If Jesus came today, whom would you want him 

to heal?

• I wonder how we can help sick people feel better.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Be My Light, Lord” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 7. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Retell
Make story statues using the descriptions below. Children 

can show that part of the story with their bodies, holding 

the position for several seconds as if they are statues.

• Jairus kneeling before Jesus.

• Th e woman reaching to touch Jesus.

• Th e people in Jairus’ house weeping and crying.

• Jesus helping the girl sit up.

Link
Talk about how Jesus healed with just a touch of his hand. 

Look at the artwork Healing Hands #2 and Healing Hands 

#11 by Fred Hatt. Have each person trace their hand on 

black construction paper. Use colorful chalk to create your 

own “healing hands” pictures.

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 11 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read the article “A Place to Heal” on pages 

16–17 in Spotlight. Discuss ways to care for those who are 

sick, especially if they are in the hospital and visiting is not 

an option. Complete the maze on page 29. Th e solution is 

on page 33.

Bless
Pray:

Healing God, we know that just your touch can 

heal the hurt and pain in our lives and in the 

world. In this week to come, help us to be part of 

your healing work in the world. Amen.
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Week 11 Bible Story

Jesus Heals Two Daughters
Retelling of Luke 8:40–56

Jairus came and knelt at Jesus’ feet. He said, “Please come to my house. 
My daughter is dying. She is only 12 years old.” Jesus went to help.
 

On the way, many people followed Jesus. In the crowd, there was a 
woman who had been sick for 12 years. She had spent all her money on 
doctors, but nothing had helped. She touched Jesus’ robe. She was healed!

Jesus said, “Who touched me? Power has gone out from me.”

Th e woman knelt at Jesus’ feet. She told everyone how she had touched 
Jesus’ robe and had been healed.

Jesus said, “Your faith made you well! Go in peace.”

Just then, someone came from Jairus’ house and said, “Your daughter 
has died. Jesus does not need to come anymore.”

But Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid! Trust in me!”

Jesus, Peter, James, John, and the girl’s parents went into the house. 
Jesus took the girl by the hand and said, “Child, get up!” Right away, she 
got up! Everyone was amazed!
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Week 12

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38–42

Story Summary
Jesus and the disciples entered a village, and Martha welcomed Jesus into her 

home. Martha busied herself as hostess. Her sister, Mary, sat near Jesus and 

listened to what he was saying. Martha asked Jesus to tell Mary to help with 

the work. Instead, Jesus explained that Mary was focused on what was truly 

important. He invited Martha to a life less fi lled with distractions. Th e way 

Mary had chosen would not be taken from her.

Faith Link
Jesus invites us to learn.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th e story of Jesus visiting two sisters, Mary and Martha, in their home seems simple enough on the surface. At the same 

time, it can arouse ambivalent feelings among readers and certainly evokes interesting questions about how Luke portrays 

women’s roles and discipleship. Th e incident occurs early in Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem (9:51–19:44) and is one of many 

stories about discipleship “on the way.”

In Luke’s account Mary appears to be the “good” sister, who models ideal discipleship, while Martha comes across as the 

“bad” sister, who allows housework and hospitality concerns to get in the way of listening to Jesus. For many women, this 

creates a nagging uneasiness that perhaps Martha gets a raw deal in the story. Wasn’t showing hospitality to guests vitally 

important in ancient societies, and wasn’t Martha doing the necessary work? By portraying Mary as silent and passive, isn’t 

Luke simply reinforcing the traditional, subordinate role of women and criticizing active, capable, vocal women like Martha? 

A closer look at the story reveals that the two sisters represent complementary instead of competing models of discipleship.

In the Gospel of John (11:20–28, 39), Martha is portrayed as the dominant sister. She is the only sister who speaks and is 

the “doer” in the story. Luke 10:38 tells us that when Jesus entered the village, Martha “welcomed him into her home.” Earlier 

Jesus taught his disciples that the one who welcomes him welcomes the one who sent him (9:48). Martha does this through 

her “service” or, in Greek, diakonia.

Showing hospitality to neighbors and strangers is an essential aspect of discipleship. Luke explains, however, that Martha 

was “distracted,” “worried,” and “troubled”; the use of three diff erent words to describe her temperament emphasizes how 

important this is. Th e problem with Martha is not that she is serving but that she is overcome with worry and agitation about 

“many things.”

Mary, on the other hand, sits at Jesus’ feet and listens to his teaching (literally, “hears the word”). Th is is the typical posi-

tion of a student learning from a rabbi, an unusual role for women in Jesus’ day. Elsewhere Luke emphasizes “hearing the 

word” of Jesus as an essential aspect of discipleship; for example, his mother and brothers are those who hear the word and 

do it (8:21; cf. 6:47; 8:15; 9:35; 11:27–28). Far from being the passive avoider of responsibility, Mary represents what disciples 

should do fi rst and foremost: listen to Jesus.

Th e incident in the home of the two sisters commends “hearing” and loving the Lord with all of one’s heart, soul, and 

mind. Both hearing and doing are essential in a life of discipleship, and the contrast between Mary and Martha is not between 

“hearing” and “doing” but between “hearing/doing” and “agitated worry.” Disciples must be careful that anxiety and the dis-

tractions of “many things” do not impede their listening to Jesus, which is, after all, the one thing most needed.

What anxieties and distractions cause you to lose focus on what is important? How will you set aside time and space 

to listen for God this week?

God of Mary and of Martha, give me hands to serve, a heart to love, and a soul that waits and wonders at the way you constantly 

challenge us to be true to you. Amen.
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Pray together with a Listening Prayer using page 7 of 

Spotlight or pray the prayer below:

God, quiet our thoughts and our bodies. Help us 

to listen to you. (Pause.) Th ank you for speaking 

to us. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 25 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustrated version. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at the 

illustrations in All Together as you 

share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder what Jesus was teaching Mary.

• How did Martha care for Jesus? How did Mary care 

for Jesus?

• If someone were coming to your house, what would 

you do to get ready?

• I wonder how we can learn from Jesus today.

Sing and Pray
Sing “Jesus, Be the Center” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 8. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Create
Make fi nger labyrinths (prayer paths) to use during listen-

ing prayers. Use a paper plate and a pencil. Draw a simple 

pattern that starts from the outside of the plate and ends 

in the middle. Glue texture elements along the path, so 

children’s fi ngers can follow the path, such as glitter, foil, 

buttons, or sand.

Link
Read Th ree Hens and a Peacock by Lester L. Laminack. 

What did the hens and the peacock learn from switching 

places? What could Mary and Martha have learned if they 

switched places?

Booklet and Spotlight

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 12 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Read the article “Time Together” on 

page 20 in Spotlight. Complete the “Come On In!” Mad Lib 

on page 30. Write answers to the categories on a separate 

sheet of paper.

Bless
Pray:

Jesus, help us to spend time with you this week, 

just like Mary did. Help us to listen to the teach-

ing you have for us, and to obey your words in 

the way we live our lives. Amen.
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Week 12 Bible Story

Mary and Martha
Retelling of Luke 10:38–42

Jesus came to the town where his friends Martha and Mary lived. Martha 
invited him to their home. Martha’s sister Mary sat at Jesus’ feet as 
he talked.

Martha worked and worked while Mary and Jesus talked. Martha 
came to Jesus. She said, “My sister has left me with all the work! Tell her 
to help me.”

But Jesus said, “Martha, you are worried and busy with so many 
things. Only one thing is needed right now. Mary has chosen what mat-
ters. It won’t be taken away from her.”
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Week 13

Birds and Lilies
Luke 12:22–34

Story Summary
Jesus told his disciples, “Do not worry.” He pointed to the birds that God feeds 

and the fl owers and grasses that God clothes with beauty. If God cares for 

creation in this way, how much more would God do for the disciples! People 

often strive for material things. But Jesus told the disciples to seek God’s king-

dom instead and sell their possessions to help others. Where a person’s trea-

sure is, there will their heart be also.

Faith Link
Jesus knows our needs.

Bible Essay
by Sheila Klassen-Wiebe

Th e Gospel of Luke contains more stories and teachings on the themes of wealth, poverty, and possessions than any of the 

other Gospels. When Jesus speaks to the religious leaders and crowds, his words are frequently words of warning, calls to 

repentance, or teachings about God’s kingdom. In this passage, however, Jesus addresses his disciples, who have left family 

and jobs to follow him and whom he has sent out to teach and preach without even basic provisions for the journey.

To these disciples he speaks words of assurance and comfort; they are not to worry about how their basic needs will be 

met, but they should trust in God, who cares for them. Th is text does not address all the worries and cares people might have 

in life; it does not promise that disciples will always be happy or successful; it does not answer the problem of global poverty 

and suff ering; and it does not allow the rich to tell the poor that they should just trust God but not lift a fi nger themselves. It 

does speak to followers of Jesus about their material anxieties, about who God is, and about what it means to be a disciple.

Th e passage can be divided into three sections, each of which addresses a particular question. In the fi rst part, verses 

22–28, Jesus tells his disciples they are not to worry about life, specifi cally about food and clothing, and gives them three rea-

sons. First, he reminds them that life consists of more than food and clothing. Second, Jesus makes another commonsense 

observation: worrying is ineff ective and pointless. Finally, and most importantly, disciples should not worry because of who 

God is. We are creatures, like the birds and fl owers, but we are also the children of God, and will be cared for.

In the second part of the passage, verses 29–32, Jesus moves to talking about what the disciples’ priorities should be 

and for what they should strive. He fi rst states these in negative terms and then in positive. Disciples should not be con-

sumed with acquiring material goods like food and clothing. Excessive consumption often characterizes “the nations of the 

world”—those who are not followers of Jesus. Disciples are to strive for God’s kingdom, and when they do, other things will 

fall into place.

In the fi nal section of this teaching, verses 33–34, Jesus returns to what he was telling the crowds just before turning to 

his disciples—namely, what kind of treasure to store up. Because the disciples need not worry about food and clothing and 

because God is generous and knows their needs and gives them the kingdom, they need not cling to their possessions. Th ey 

can give generously to those in need. An appropriate response to God’s extravagant generosity and care is generosity to 

others. Th is, and not hoarding treasures on earth, will have lasting value in God’s reign.

What worries do you have? Imagine holding those worries in the palms of your hands. Close your hands into fi sts 

and take a deep breath. When you are ready, open your hands, exhale fully, and let those worries go.

God, in your love you care for the smallest creatures, and yet the circle of your love wraps around the whole earth. May I learn to 

worry less about things that do not last and trust you more. Amen.
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Sing and Pray
Sing “You Are with Me” from Songs for the Seasons, 

track 1. Use song motions that can be found at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Explore
Create
Jesus used fl owers as an example of how much God cares for 

us. Make paper lilies, using “How to Make Paper Lilies” by 

Art for Kids Hub on YouTube for step-by-step instructions.

Link
Show the video “Treasure (Matthew 6:20–21) Hand 

Motions Video” by Seeds Family Worship on YouTube. Do 

the motions together. (Note that this video is based on the 

story from the book of Matthew, but it is the same message 

as in Luke.)

Booklet and Spotlight

Pray:

God, you are always with us. Whenever we feel 

worried or afraid, you are there. Help us to trust 

you. Amen.

Read and Wonder
Read chapter 26 in All Together. 

Have volunteers read parts 

(plain, bold, italics) for the long 

version. Take turns reading sen-

tences of the illustratedversion. 

If you don’t have All Together, 

read the story on the next page.

Wonder and talk together 

about the Bible story. Look at 

the illustrations in All Together as 

you share your thoughts and ideas.

• I wonder what the people in the crowd wor-

ried about.

• I wonder how Jesus’ words made the people feel.

• Tell about a time when God took care of you and 

your family.

• Imagine a world where there was absolutely noth-

ing to worry about!

PreK–Kindergarten: Complete the session 13 book-

let pages.

Elementary: Complete page 21 in Spotlight. Do the “Don’t 

Worry” Crossword Puzzle on page 31. Th e solution is on 

page 33. Figure out the trivia related to the stories of this 

quarter on page 19. Th e solution is C, B, A, B, A.

Bless
Bless each other by singing “May God Bless You” from

Worship Songs for Children, track 15. Th en give each other 

a smile, fi st bump, or hug and say “God loves you” to 

each other.
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Week 13 Bible Story

Birds and Lilies
Retelling of Luke 12:22–34

Jesus said, “Do not worry about your life or what you will eat. Look at the
ravens. Th ey do not plant crops. Th ey do not put food in barns. But still 
God feeds them. Th ink of how much more God cares for you!

“Do not worry about your body or what you will wear. Look at the 
lilies. Th ey do not make clothes. But even King Solomon was not dressed 
like these. If God clothes the grass, think of how much more God will 
clothe you!

“Many people focus on food and clothing. But you do not have to 
worry about these things. God knows what you need. Instead, seek God’s 
ingdom. God wants to give it to you!

“You do not need treasures here on earth. Sell what you own and give 
the money away. Th en you will have treasure in heaven. Where your 
treasure is, that’s where your heart is.”
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