


Early Childhood Story Pictures, Winter 2020–21. Reuben Graham, designer. Kate Cosgrove, illustrator.
Shine: Living in God’s Light © 2020 by Brethren Press and MennoMedia. ISBN 978-1-5138-0701-0. Printed in USA.

Session 9 Five Friends Mark 2:1–12

Jesus was at home and many, many people came to visit him. (Put the Jesus story figure in the box.) There was no room for any more 
people. The house was full. (Put the rest of the “Follow Jesus” Story Figures in the box.) Even the space in front of the door was filled 
with people. Jesus was telling all the people about God.

Five friends wanted to see Jesus. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. (Set out five people figures and count them.) One of the friends couldn’t walk. (Lay one of 
those people figures on the “mat.”) The other friends had carried him to see Jesus. (Move the five people figures near the house.)

They could not get their friend to Jesus. There were too many people. What could they do?

They went up on the roof. (Move the five people figures on top of the box.) They took apart some of the roof above Jesus. They let 
down the mat with their friend on it. (Take away part of the roof, if possible. Lower the “mat” close to Jesus.)

Jesus saw all of this. He told the friend on the mat, “Stand up. Take your mat. Go to your home.”

People were talking with each other, “How can he say this?” (Move two adult “Follow Jesus” Story Figures to face each other.)

Jesus said, “Why do you have these questions in your heart?”

Then everyone saw that the friend on the mat stood up and walked away. (Have the people figure on the “mat” stand up and 
walk away.)

Everyone was so surprised! They praised God and said, “We have never seen anything like this before!”

• Imagine sitting close to Jesus, hearing his words.
• I wonder what it was like to be carried on a mat by friends.
• I wonder how far the friends carried the man before they found Jesus.
• Imagine looking up and seeing a person coming down through the roof !
• I wonder how you help your friends.


