


Early Childhood Story Pictures, Winter 2020–21. Reuben Graham, designer. Kate Cosgrove, illustrator.
Shine: Living in God’s Light © 2020 by Brethren Press and MennoMedia. ISBN 978-1-5138-0701-0. Printed in USA.

Session 4 Jesus Is Born Luke 2:1–20

Mary was about to have a baby. This was the baby the angel had told her about. Mary and Joseph (place the Joseph story figure next 
to the Mary story figure) left their home in Nazareth and went to Bethlehem. (“Walk” Mary and Joseph toward the stable, stopping 
partway.) All the inns were full, but they found a stable where they could rest. (Move Mary and Joseph into the stable.) Mary gave birth 
to a baby boy. (Set the baby story figure in the stable.) She named him Jesus. Mary wrapped him in soft cloth and laid him in a manger.

In the fields nearby, there were shepherds watching their sheep. (Set the shepherd story figures nearby.) Suddenly, God’s glory shone 
around them. An angel (hold up the angel story figure) said, “Do not be afraid! I have good news for all people. Today, a Savior has 
been born in Bethlehem. (Point to the baby.) You will find the baby wrapped in soft cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly, a choir of 
angels sang, “Glory to God! Peace on earth!”

When the angels left, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go quickly to Bethlehem and see this special baby!” They hurried to 
Bethlehem. (Move the shepherds to the stable.) They found Mary and Joseph. (Point to Mary and Joseph.) Baby Jesus was lying in a 
manger. (Point to the baby.)

When the shepherds left, they praised God and told everyone what they had seen and heard. (Move the shepherds back to their 
original position.)

• I wonder how Mary felt when they couldn’t find a place to stay.
• Imagine Joseph holding baby Jesus for the first time.
• Imagine a bright light shining all around you.
• I wonder how the angels sounded.
• I wonder how it feels when there is peace on earth.


