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Does God speak English?
People wrote what Christians call the Old Testament (the first 39 books of the Bible) in Hebrew. Other people 
translated it to Greek about 200 years before Jesus. People wrote the New Testament (the Bible books about 
Jesus and the first Christians) in Aramaic and Greek. 

John Wycliffe handwrote translations of the Bible into English in the 1380s. William Tyndale printed the first 
copies of the New Testament in English in 1525-26.

Can you recognize this verse? The first is copied 
from John Wycliffe’s translation from 1380. The 
second is even older, in Anglo-Saxon, which was a 
language that later became English. 

Wycliffe (1380s): “for god loued so the world; that he 
gaf his oon bigetun sone, that eche man that bileueth in 
him perisch not: but haue euerlastynge liif.”

Anglo-Saxon (995 CE): “God lufode middan-eard swa, 
dat he seade his an-cennedan sunu, dat nan ne forweorde de 
on hine gely ac habbe dat ece lif.”

The Bible is the most translated book in the whole 
world. The entire Bible has been translated into more than 
four hundred different languages, and at least one book of the 
Bible is available in 2,400 different languages. Parts of the Bible 
are now available to 98 percent of the world’s population in a 
language that they can speak.

Can YOU help others understand the Bible?
Translate today’s Bible story into “kid language” so that preschoolers and 
kindergarteners can understand it! 

Example: Philip told people about Jesus. They loved to listen! Philip helped 

sick people get ALL better! WOW!

The Bible was 
translated 
into Egyptian 
languages 
more than 
1,000 years 
before it was 
translated 
into English.


