
Queen Esther 

Esther 2–7; 9:24–32

Connect
Maybe God has put YOU here for such a time 
as this! What gifts can you use in the world 
around you?

Esther was a young Jewish woman living in Persia. 
When her parents died, her uncle Mordecai adopted her 
as his own daughter.

One day, King Ahasuerus sent his servants to find the 
most beautiful woman in the land to be his queen. Many 
young women were brought to the palace, and Esther 
was one of them. Before she left for the palace, Mordecai 
made her promise not to tell anyone she was a Jew.

When she arrived at the palace, the king loved Esther 
and made her his queen.

Then the king put Haman in charge of his other 
officials. He ordered all of his servants to bow down to 
Haman. Everyone did this—except Mordecai. Mordecai 
told the king’s servants, “I am not a Persian. I am a Jew. 
That is why I don’t bow down to Haman.”

Haman was furious and wanted revenge. He decided 
to try to kill all the Jews in the Persian Empire. “The Jews 
do not obey your laws,” Haman lied to the king. “You 
should destroy them all.” The king agreed.

When Mordecai heard this, he tore his clothes and 
cried aloud. He told Queen Esther to beg the king to 
spare their people. Mordecai said, “Perhaps God has 
made you queen for such a time as this.”

Esther knew that anyone who approached the king 
without his permission could be killed. “I will go to the 
king,” she said, “even though I may die.” But the king was 
not angry. He told Esther he would give her anything she 
wanted, even half of his kingdom.

Esther said, “I would like to invite you and Haman 
to come to a special dinner.” The king came to Esther’s 
special dinner. He offered again to give her anything she 
wanted. “I want you to save my people from their enemy,” 
she told the king. “That is my only wish.”

“Who is this enemy?” the king demanded, and Esther 
pointed to Haman.

Then King Ahasuerus declared that all the Jews 
should be spared. With the help of God, Queen Esther 
had saved her people.

Wonder: Think about how brave Esther was to come 
before the king and beg him to spare her people.
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Explore
The story of Esther is told each year at a Jewish festival 
called Purim. Whenever Haman’s name is mentioned, 
people in the congregation yell, “Boooo!” Try this as 
you read the story together.

King Ahasuerus of Persia 
was also known as 
Xerxes 1.


