
Baalam, the donkey, 
and the angel 
Numbers 22–24 

Connect
Balaam listened to God’s voice. Sit very quietly 
and take time to listen for God’s still, small voice 
inside of you. What is God asking you to do?

The people of Moab were shaking in fear. The 
Israelites were camped near the land of Moab where 
Balak was king. King Balak called for his messengers and 
commanded them, “Find the prophet Balaam. Pay him 
to put a curse on the Israelite people who have come up 
from Egypt.”

Balaam asked God what he should do. God answered, 
“These people are my people. They are blessed. Do not 
listen to Balak. When you go to these people, say only 
what I tell you.”

Balaam left on his faithful donkey. Suddenly, the don-
key saw an angel standing in the road, holding a sword. 
The donkey turned off the road and went into a field. 
Balaam hit the donkey to turn it back onto the road. 

Later the donkey saw the angel again in a narrow 
path. It pressed against a wall to avoid the angel, and 
Balaam’s foot scraped against the wall. Balaam struck the 
donkey again.

When the angel appeared a third time, the donkey sat 
down on the road. Balaam hit the donkey with his staff. 
God opened the mouth of the donkey and it said, “What 
have I done to you to make you hit me three times?”

Balaam said, “You have made a fool out of me!”
The donkey asked, “Do I usually behave like this?”
Balaam answered honestly, “No.”
Then God let Balaam see the angel standing in the 

road with a sword in hand. Balaam bowed down so low 
that he fell on his face.

Balaam said, “Forgive me. I did wrong.”
The angel told Balaam to listen and obey God. So, 

Balaam continued on his way to meet King Balak.
When he came before the king, Balaam said, “I am 

telling you only what God tells me to say. Anyone who 
blesses these people will be blessed. If you curse them, 
you will be cursed. God is with these people. They are 
God’s people.”

Wonder: I wonder why it took so long for Balaam to see 
the angel.
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Explore
In the biblical world, words of judgment and curses were 
expected to bring bad things. In the same way, words of 
blessing would bring good things. How do you use your 
words to bless others?


